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Thomas Muller (ECPAT International Deputy Executive)
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Basic definition

Grooming is when someone builds
a relationship, trust and emotional
connection with a child or young
person so they can manipulate,
exploit and abuse them.

-05.-

Grooming

Whatisit?
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Basic definition

Online Grooming for sexual purposes is the
process of establishing/building a Online Grooming
relationship with a child through the use of
the internet or other digital technologies to
facilitate either online or offline sexual

contact with a child. Whatisit?

Acts of online grooming are not to acts
where a physical, in-person meeting has
been attempted and/oroccurred but also
applies to acts conducted online.

* Contacts are motivated by sexual interest in
children and/or financial gain

* Contact can be made randomly (e.g. send Making
out mass friend requests and then hone in
on the few that connect)

» Contact can be targeted: Pre-assessment of Initiating the
on open profiles followed by bespoke Grooming
individual approach process

* Contact s initiated online through
chatrooms, social media, gaming sites a.o.

-96 -
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Grooming usually involves building an emotional
connection with the victims and sometimes its

peers/community to gain trust. IVIOdus

Grooming behaviors leverage on vulnerabilities Opera ndi
such as self-confidence, parental control or
others

They speak to the needs of the children, e.g. Characteristics
through giving attention, gifts, sense of of Grooming
acknowledgement (e.g. agreeing to everything)

Progressively sexual, secretive, isolating, blaming
and manipulative

Sextortion Self-

il produced Results of
images
Grooming

sold

Exposureto Impunity W hat ha ppens

indecent forthe
material offender next?

Social circle
destroyed
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Corruption of children:

Each Party shall take the necessary legislative or other
measures to criminalise the intentional causing, for sexual
purposes, of a child who has not reached the age set in
application of Article 18, paragraph 2, to witness sexual
abuse or sexual activities, even without having to

participate.

-98-

We needto
stop
pretending
that online
and offline are
two different
worlds
Because they
are not

Lanzarote
Convention

Article 22

eCpaf
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Solicitation of children for sexual purposes:
Each Party shall take the necessary legislative or other

measures to criminalise the intentional proposal, through

information and communication technologies, of an adult to Lanzarote
Convention

meet a child who has not reached the age set in application of e
Article 18, paragraph 2, for the purpose of committing any of Article 23
the offences established in accordance with Article 18,

paragraph 1.3, or Article 20, paragraph 1.a, against him or her,

where this proposal has been followed by material acts ;
leading to such a meeting. {;

Grooming needs to be
Criminalised:
Grooming is the gateway crime

committed to get access to
children with the purpose of
preparing their sexual
exploitation.

A report on the scale, scope and context of
the sexual exploitation oﬂ'h:ﬁdren

COUNTRY OVERVIEW i

Intefnational
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The messages we send to
victims if Grooming is not
criminalized

* The powerimbalanceis reinforced
* Groomingbehavioris encouraged
* Perceptionis created that victims
are to be blamed for failing to say
no or refusing to engage in the
sexual conduct.

What needs to be done

What you can do

Advocate for stronger legal framework that
criminalises the act of (online) grooming for sexual
purposes;

Advocate for better resources for law enforcement, [qj

such as dedicated capacity and tools, to tackle the
issue of online grooming;

Advocate and cooperate with the private sector,
such as Internet Service Providers, o implement
measures to provide safe online environments for
children;

Educate and raise awareness about online
grooming;

Condudt research and  collect ~ relevant
information 1o enhance understonding about the
issue of online grooming;

Jﬁﬁ Report when you are aware of a situation where

a child is targeted by groomers online;

. - o
Provide support and care for victims.

eCpat
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Thomas Mueller
Deputy Executive Director

ECPAT International
Thomasm@ecpat.net
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